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Rafael Fernandez Leiro is a Junior Group Leader at the Spanish National Cancer 
Research Center (CNIO). 
 
He obtained his PhD in 2011 from the University of A Coruña in Spain where he worked in 
protein engineering using directed evolution techniques and structure-led rational design. 
During his PhD he visited the Rocasolano Institute in Madrid where he was trained in X-ray 
crystallography. After obtaining the PhD he joined the Lamers lab at the LMB in 
Cambridge to work on DNA repair and replication. The timing couldn’t have been better as 
the cryo-EM “resolution revolution” was just happening and the LMB was at the center of it. 
For the next 6 years he worked with Meindert Lamers and Sjors Scheres to study multiple 
DNA replication and repair complexes and understand how these systems are regulated 
using cryo-EM and biochemistry. 
 
He has recently joined CNIO to lead the “Genome Integrity & Structural Biology” group that 
will focus on the study of the function and biological implications of macromolecular 
complexes responsible for the maintenance of the integrity of the genome and the role 
they play in disease.  
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