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John D. Sutherland studied chemistry at Oxford, and then spent a spell as a Kennedy 
Scholar at Harvard. Upon return to the UK, he carried out his doctoral work with Jack 
Baldwin at Oxford, and then stayed in Oxford as a Lecturer in Organic Chemistry. In 1998 
he took a chair at Manchester, and in 2010 moved to the MRC Laboratory of Molecular 
Biology in Cambridge. He is interested in chemistry associated with the origin of life. He 
has published more than 100 articles in several top journals including Nature, Nature 
Chemistry, Angewandte Chemie and Journal of the American Chemical Society. He has 
been awarded with The Max Tishler Prize Lectureship (Harvard University, USA, 2009), 
The Royal Society of Chemistry Tilden Prize (2011), The Royal Society Darwin Medal 
(2014), and has been Co-winner of the Origin of Life Challenge (2012). 
 
 
 


