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Ricardo Amils has a BS in Chemistry (U. de Barcelona, 1969) and a PhD in Science (U.
Autonoma de Barcelona, 1973). Actually he is a Full Professor of Microbiology at the
Department of Molecular Biology, U. Autbnoma de Madrid, director of the Department of
Virology and Microbiology of the Centro de Biologia Molecular ‘Severo Ochoa’ (UAM-
CSIC) and senior scientist at the Centro de Astrobiologia (INTA-CSIC). He has been
working in the physiology of thermophiles, total reconstitution of ribosomes, mode of action
of protein synthesis inhibitors and molecular biology of extremophiles. His research in the
last thirty years has been oriented towards the microbial ecology of extreme environments,
with special dedication to the astrobiological interest of the Rio Tinto basin. He has
published more than 300 articles in referred journals and book chapters.
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