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Timo Koivurova is a Research Professor and the Director of the Northern Institute for 

Environmental and Minority Law, Arctic Centre/University of Lapland. He is also a Docent 

of International Law at the Faculty of Law, Economics and Business 

Administration/University of Eastern Finland and at the Faculty of Law/University of Turku. 

Research professor Timo Koivurova has specialized in various aspects of international law 

applicable in the Arctic and Antarctic region. In 2002, Koivurova's doctoral dissertation 

"Environmental impact assessment in the Arctic: a Study of International Legal Norms" 

was published by Ashgate. Professor Koivurova has been and is involved in many 

international research projects. He was a co-leader of a global research project on the 

theory and practise of transboundary environmental impact assessment, the outcome of 

this research project now being published by Martinus Nijhoff Publishers (2008). Currently, 

professor Koivurova leads a project on Arctic environmental impact assessment funded by 

Tekes as well as serves as the senior expert in strategic impact assessment in the Arctic, 

a project that a consortium is preparing for the EU Commission. Professor Koivurova is a 

member of the IUCN's Commision on Environmental (CEL) and has been invited by the 

Norwegian Research Council to serve as a member in the steering committees' 

overseeing large research programmes: Geopolitikk-Nord, which examines the evolving 

Arctic policy from the Norwegian perspective; and NORRUSS, which aims to study the 

evolving northern policy of the Russian Federation. Professor Koivurova is also - together 

with professor Gudmundur Alfredsson - editor-in-chief in the Yearbook of Polar Law (Brill) 

and an editor in the Nordic Journal of International Law, Nordic Journal of Environmental 

Law as well as the Arctic Review of Law and Politics. He is a Review Editor in the 

Frontiers Marine Science. Research professor Koivurova was recently elected as a co-

chair of the international environmental law interest group of the American Society of 

International Law. He was also invited to serve as a member in the prominent national 

human rights institutions: an expert member to the Advisory Board on Human Rights, 

which is an independent advisory body on human rights issues nominated by the Finnish 

Government; and a member for the human rights delegation overseeing the newly 

established Human Rights Centre. Professor Koivurova is the chair of the University of the 

Arctic's Arctic Law Thematic Network. Professor Koivurova is also a board member in the 

Arctic Research Consortium of the United States (ARCUS) and the board member of the 

Iceland’s President new forum the Arctic Circle. Professor Koivurova serves also in its 

study-group of due diligence and as a co-rapporteur of its Committee on the 

Implementation of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. He is a Chair-elect, IUCN Polar Law 

Taskforce, IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law. 
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