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Javier de Felipe  
 
Doctor in Biology and Research Professor at the Cajal Institute of the National Research 

Council (CSIC), he is specialist in the study of the brain microanatomy. Among the awards 

and honors received include the Cajal Medal for excellence in research and Krieg cortical 

Kudos discoverer award (1999, Cajal Club), the Cátedra Santiago Ramón y Cajal 

(Academia de Ciencias de México, 2005) and Honorary Member de la American 

Association of Anatomists (Elected 2013) in recognition of exceptional accomplishments in 

the field of anatomical sciences. He leads a research team to develop the Cajal Blue Brain 

project, working in the Cajal of Cortical Circuits Laboratory at the Center for Biomedical 

Technology at the Polytechnic University of Madrid (UPM), dedicated to the study of 

cortical columns (basic units of cortical organization), with the primary objective of 

deepening the understanding of normal function and dysfunction, especially on the cases 

of Alzheimer's disease. Also he has collaborated with NASA in researching on the effect of 

space flight on the brain. Scientist with a vast multidisciplinary culture closely in line with 

the objectives of the seminar, as it is  illustrated by  the  fact that he is the Commissioner 

of the Instituto Cervantes and Fundación “La Caixa” for the exhinition  “Paisajes 

Neuronales” (17 Spanish cities and 15 cities from Europe, America and Asia), and that one 

of his favourite books is Platero y yo of the Nobel Prize Juan Ramón Jiménez 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 




