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Born and educated in Mexico, Antonio Lazcano was trained both as an undergraduate and
graduate student at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM, Mexico City),
where he is currently head of a research group devoted to the study of early cellular
evolution. He has studied the origin and early evolution of life for over 30 years and is the
author of several books published in Spanish, including The Origin of Life, with over
800,000 copies sold. His current research interests include the chemistry of the origin of life,
and the use of phylogenomic databases to reconstruct early stages of cell evolution. He
was served twice as the President of the International Society for the Study of the Origin of
Life (ISSOL, the first Latin American scientist to occupy this position. He is also the first
Latin American scientist that has chaired the Gordon Conference on the Origins of Life, and
has served on a number of advisory boards, including ones for NASA and other
international organizations. Other distinctions and awards include his appointment as
Distinguished Professor of the University of Henan (China) the Golden Medal for Biological
Research (Puebla, 1990), the Medal of the Founders of the Universidad San Francisco de
Quito (2005), the Premio Universidad Nacional en Investigacion en Ciencias Naturales
(UNAM, 2007), the First Francesco Redi Medal of Astrobiology in Florence, Italy, and the
Honoris causa degree from the University of Milano, Italy (2008).
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