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A. Personal Statement. 

I am a behavioral neurologist by training, with a PhD in imaging neuroscience. I direct the 
Language Group of the UCSF Memory and Aging Centre. For the last 10 years I have 
applied my expertise in cognitive neurology and neuroimaging to the study of 
neurodegenerative disease, in particular Primary Progressive Aphasia (PPA).  I have 
extensive experience in the neuropsychology of language and in the use of neuroimaging 
techniques to study PPA symptoms and their neural mechanisms. Since 2004 I have 
directed a research project on PPA that has achieved important goals. One such 
accomplishment was our description of the third clinical variant of PPA that we termed 
“logopenic”. I coordinated an international effort to develop new clinical criteria for PPA 
and its variants that included this new clinical presentation. Our group has also provided 
novel findings to the language cognitive neuroscience community by applying the most 
modern neuroimaging techniques to the unique PPA patient population. Experiments 
conducted in the past three years have led to important discoveries regarding the neural 
basis of specific language functions, such as speech production, reading and syntax. I look 
forward to continuing my work on PPA and I am enthusiastic about new team members 
and the application of novel methodologies. Our studies will provide evidence for the 
differential diagnosis, progression of disease and prediction of pathology in PPA and in 
doing so, will help understanding the neural mechanism of language functions.  
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1999-2001 Wellcome Trust International Clinical Research Fellow, Wellcome 
Department of Cognitive Neurology, Institute of Neurology, London, UK. 

1999-2001 Honorary Clinical Assistant to Prof. RSJ Frackowiak and Prof. M Rossor,  
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, London, UK. 

2001 Art Linkletter Award, for fellows of exceptional promise, Los Angeles, CA. 
2001-2003 JD French Alzheimer’s Foundation Research Fellow, UCSF Memory and 

Aging Center, San Francisco, CA. 
2003-2008 Assistant Professor of Neurology, UCSF Department of Neurology, San 

Francisco. 
2008-present Associate Professor of Neurology, UCSF Department of Neurology, San 
Francisco. 
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Progressive aphasia: cognition anatomy and progression 
The major goal of this project is to investigate the cognitive and neural basis of speech and 
language impairments in primary progressive aphasia.  
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The Frontotemporal Lobar Degeneration Neuroimaging Initiative 
The frontotemporal lobar degeneration (FTLD) neuroimaging initiative will provide information on 
how to use brain images to follow the course of FTLD over time, and what techniques are best for 
this purpose.  
Role: Senior Investigator 
 
R03DC010878 (Wilson, PI)                                                            07/07/2010-03/31/2013 
NIH/National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders 
Functional neuroimaging of language processing in primary progressive aphasia 
Goal: 
Role: Subcontract PI 
 
5 P01AG019724-06 Miller PI                                                        07/01/2004 - 08/29/2017 
NIH/NIA 
Frontotemporal Dementia: Genes, Images and Emotions:  The goal is to determine the genetic, 
imaging, and emotional and diagnostic features of fontotemporal lobar degeneration. 
Role: Senior Investigator 

 
Non-Profit Donor Miller/Hauser PIs 02/15/2008 - 02/15/2010 
Aging and Myelin:  Structure, Function, and Genetics 
The major goal of the study is to investigate the role of genetics and anatomy of white matter 
function in healthy aging. 
Role: Senior Investigator 


