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Ms. Roberta Gatti is Chief Economist for the Human Development Practice Group effective 
July 1, 2016.  
 
She is an Italian national, joined the Bank in September 1998 as a Young Professional. 
Since then she has held various positions, including as the Social Protection Sector 
Manager and Lead Human Development Economist in MNA, Manager for the Human 
Development Economics group in ECA, and Senior Economist in the Macroeconomics and 
Growth unit in DEC.  
 
Her most recent assignment is as Global Lead for Labor in the Social Protection and Labor 
Global Practice. 
  
She has published widely on labor market dynamics, child labor, growth, firm productivity 
and informality.  
 
In her new position, Ms. Gatti’s top three priorities will be: (1) to bring the best available 
knowledge to bear on the development challenges in human development in collaboration 
with Global Practices, regions, DEC, and IFC, and with other internal and external 
partners; (2) provide economic guidance to the HD leadership team; (3) oversee the 
quality and relevance of major economic work in the Practice Group, including leading 
flagship reports.  
 
 


