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Professor Erisman has a background in atmospheric environmental 

research specifically atmosphere - biosphere exchange of gases and 

aerosols related to acidification and eutrophication and climate change, 

scientific, policy development and evaluation studies. His work has focused 

on optimizing food production and energy use while minimizing the 

environmental impacts from increased nitrogen cycling.  

 

Until 2012 Jan Willem led the unit Biomass, Coal and Environmental research of the 

Energy research Centre of the Netherlands (ECN) with scientists working in environmental 

research, biomass pre-treatment and conversion technologies, liquid and gaseous 

products from biomass, carbon sequestration and environmental reduction technologies. 

Currently he is CEO of the Louis Bolk Institute, a mid-sized knowledge institute in the area 

of sustainable agriculture, nutrition and health. He is the former chair of the European 

Science Foundation programme Nitrogen in Europe. 

 


